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FOREWORD 
 

On behalf of the Parish Council, I would like to welcome you to the Wingerworth Parish 

Neighbourhood Plan.   

The Neighbourhood Plan sets out how the community of Wingerworth wishes to see 

the Parish change and develop over the next seventeen years.   

We know that Wingerworth Parish is a great place to live and visit.  The aim is to make 

it even better, especially by guiding and shaping development and change so that we 

conserve and, where possible, improve on what makes Wingerworth great. 

The development of this Plan has only been possible as a result of the enormous 

contribution from residents and stakeholders. They have played a pivotal role in 

shaping and supporting this Plan and ensuring that it focuses on those matters which 

residents have identified as most important to them.  

I am very grateful to all those who have contributed to the preparation of the Plan.  In 

particular, I would like to thank my fellow Parish Councillors, the other members of 

Steering Group, officers from North East Derbyshire District Council, and 

Neighbourhood Planning consultants YourLocale, as well as the funding body Locality. 

 

Diana Ruff 

Chair 

Wingerworth Parish Council 
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1. Introduction  
 

This is the referendum version of the Neighbourhood Plan (ñthe Planò) for the Parish 

of Wingerworth. 

The Localism Act has given communities the right to draw up a Neighbourhood Plan 

for their area. This right is aimed at giving local communities greater opportunities to 

influence how their community develops, now and in the future. 

As the Plain English Guide to the Localism Act 2011 states, ñInstead of local people 

being told what to do, the Government thinks that local communities should have 

genuine opportunities to influence the future of the places where they liveò.  Decisions 

on planning applications, for example, must take account of Neighbourhood Plans.  

The Plan has been prepared by the Wingerworth Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group.  

This comprises members of the local community and parish councillors, under the 

umbrella of the Parish Council (the óaccountable bodyô). The Group has been 

supported by neighbourhood planning consultants YourLocale. 

The Plan is underpinned by solid evidence.  This evidence has been gathered from a 

wide range of sources, including analysis of relevant national and local planning 

policies and data from the Census.  The findings from community consultation have 

been paramount to the development of this evidence base; this is key to ensuring that 

the Plan fully reflects local needs and priorities.   

The Neighbourhood Plan area covers the whole of the Parish of Wingerworth as 

illustrated in Figure 1. 

Figure 1 Wingerworth Neighbourhood Plan Area 
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The Plan covers the period up to 2033 and sets out a long-term plan for how the Parish 

of Wingerworth should develop. 

It is important to note that in preparing a Neighbourhood Plan a community is not 

working from óa blank piece of paperô.  Legislation requires that a Neighbourhood Plan, 

and the policies it contains, must be prepared in a certain way.  It must be compatible 

with relevant EU legislation; have regard to national planning policy and advice and be 

in general conformity with strategic and local planning policies, notably the North East 

Derbyshire Local Plan. 

 

1.1 How the Plan has been prepared  

The Plan has been prepared by a Steering Group in close consultation with the 

community.  The Plan has been subject to formal public consultation and independent 

Examination.  The Examinerôs Report was issued in March 2018.  In this report, the 

Examiner recommended that, subject to a number of recommendations, the 

Wingerworth Neighbourhood Plan should proceed to Referendum. 

The modifications proposed by the Examiner are incorporated in this Plan. 

The Plan, if óMadeô following a positive referendum result, would form part of the 

Statutory Development Plan for North East Derbyshire. While North East Derbyshire 

District Council will continue to be responsible for determining most planning 

applications in Wingerworth Parish the policies in the Neighbourhood Plan will provide 

the basis for those decisions.  

 

1.2 How the Plan Fits in to the Planning System  

The right for communities to prepare Neighbourhood Plans was established through 

the Localism Act 2011, which set out the general rules governing their preparation.  

A Neighbourhood Plan forms part of the Statutory Development Plan for the area in 

which it is prepared.  This statutory status means that it must be taken into account 

when considering planning decisions affecting that area. 

One of the main rules governing the preparation of a Neighbourhood Plan is that it 

must be compatible with European Regulations including Strategic Environmental 

Assessment and Habitat Regulations.   

In addition, it must have regard to national policies and generally conform with the 

strategic policies in the development plan for that area. This means that it cannot be 

prepared in isolation.  It will need to take into account and generally work with the grain 

of, district wide and national policies unless there are compelling reasons for not doing 

so. 

For Wingerworth Neighbourhood Plan the key local planning document with which it 

must generally conform with is the adopted North East Derbyshire Local Plan.  This 

requirement, however, is complicated by the revised timescale to produce the new 

Local Plan 2011-2033 (that will replace the saved policies from the North East 

Derbyshire Local Plan 2001-2011). An initial draft of the Local Plan was prepared in 
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2015, which was effectively withdrawn later that year.  The revised draft Local Plan 

was published in early 2017 and is currently at ópublication draftô stage. 

The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group did consider whether it should delay 

preparation of the Neighbourhood Plan until the Local Plan has been agreed.  It 

considered it expedient, however, to proceed with the Plan based on the best available 

evidence, including that contained in the draft Local Plan. 

Also important is the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF).  This sets out the 

Government's planning policies for England and how these are expected to be applied.  

 

1.3 How the Plan Supports Sustainable Development  

One of the main requirements of the planning system is the achievement of sustainable 

development.  The NPPF requires Neighbourhood Plans to contribute to this and sets 

out three dimensions to sustainable development: economic, social and 

environmental.  

The achievement of sustainable development is at the heart of this Plan, reflected in 

the overarching objectives and policies, for example: 

¶ an economic role  ï contributing to a strong and competitive economy, by 

ensuring that sufficient land of the right type is available in the right places to 

support economic growth and job creation; identifying and coordinating 

development requirements, including the provision of infrastructure and 

supporting existing and new businesses; 

¶ a social role ï supporting strong, vibrant and healthy communities, by ensuring 

the appropriate type and amount of housing, including affordable housing, 

required to meet present and future needs; conserving or enhancing important 

community facilities and supporting a high quality built environment; and 

¶ an environmental role  ï contributing to protecting and enhancing a good 

quality natural environment; including helping to improve biodiversity, protecting 

important green spaces and the countryside from inappropriate development 

and minimising travel by car. 
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2. Wingerworth Parish 
 

Wingerworth is a medium sized parish in the district of North East Derbyshire.  It is 

situated 3 miles south of the town of Chesterfield. 
 

Figure 2: Location map 

It comprises at its centre, the village of Wingerworth and further suburban development 

surrounded by, and interspersed, with large areas of green space.    

Predominantly rural in nature, it contains some of the highest quality and most sensitive 

landscapes in North East Derbyshire.  This landscape provides an important backdrop 

and context for the Parish and supports a wide variety of wildlife and wildflowers, some 

of which are rare or declining.  The Avenue Washlands is one of several important 

local wildlife sites in the Parish. 

One of the Parishôs key features is the A61 (Derby Road).  This major and well used 

road cuts across the Parish roughly in a north ï south direction.  The main built up part 

of the Parish is to the west of the A61, though there is some housing to the east, notably 

the Adlington Estate, as well as a grouping of employment uses off Mill Lane.   

There is also a longstanding mixed use allocation in the eastern part or the Parish on 

the site of the former Avenue Coking Plant.  This is identified as a strategic 

development site in the emerging Local Plan for major mixed used development 

including over 1,100 new homes, plus large areas for employment, green spaces and 

other uses. 

 


